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“When | despair, | remember that all through history the way of truth and love
have always won. There have been tyrants and murderers, and for a time,
they can seem invincible, but in the end, they always fall. Think of it--always.”

— Mahatma Gandhi

Printed and published by Rajasekharan Nair, General Secretary, Keraleeya Samajam Dombivli on behalf

of Keraleeya Samajam (Regd.) Dombivli.

|
_d

-0



il
05 (N)0)EBRAIGMIS OWIB e MOWA
15 M@ @lal)atialeaBud lof1R myeslwod
22 @96mMo MO0IWeMMBd) Sl @RA.
26 ©MOMIO0 Zlo¥lad
27 M1e@3 al.Z=l. ancled
32 @po! alel GaEMOm
41 @RSHNIOI) QAIO®IWMo 260R) 0063 S
46 @RO1ESHIMIM @RA. 0OGRH
50 M1 Q8636 . a0@IMBMOILA
I0
18 ala|SHL0 0GR OR.all.
23 @OAIMI00 G200 aVl. MOWA
28 20BN T)GOaH MOWA
29 SeyMIclmyaens
B0) HLO alOWOM QW) ENIOLIM Y aHeMad
GEIRIMo
06 HL0Ga106.I Railmo ag)o. 00=’al )03
12 21GI@OOMIenNes 2 adl.ail. anavyesal cacmod
16 GRE2AW)0 2TMHHIB] GOOERWo BOREUDOM MIVWA
42 ®10)CAUMH6IS 216803 00RM &lemgleno
44 @RYGOOMN Y0 QUBOMAIMo 6NIYIEO0
47 a) MO alGlal®o afl.agymd. aqveRH
51 LAVRAUDBOTNHUB QUGOMAOMo 6NILIGOD

74 @RAQIGLIIB:Mo . 0IRM

33

63
70

66
68

69

72

67

INTERVIEW
A Unique Gurudhakshina by
an ex-student - Editor incharge

ART AND CULTURE
Dr. Jayashree Menon
Radhika Premanandan Nair

ARTICLE
Chat GTP - Vignesh Manoj
Mobile phone @50 - Manoj

POEM
Rolling Ball
- Muraleedharan Nair

HEALTH
Rohith Mohan

CARTOON
Murali Perasseri

—




O

\:\‘/ ['.'." ':'7/ {'/ "

Radhakrishnan Nair Somamadhu K.S. Varghese Daniel Rajeevkumar Rajasekharan Nair
President Vice President Chairman Vice Chairman General Secretary

1427338

Binoy Thomas Venugopal K. Suresh Babu KK. Manoj Kumar V.B.  Biju Valayangadan Mathai C.T.
Secretary - Finance Secretary - Education  Secretary - Arts & Culture Treasurer Internal Auditor Internal Auditor

Kantha Preman Nair Shayamala K. Nair  Thamban Nambiar Ashokan E.K. Aniyankunju P.R. Vishwanathan P. Nair  Aneesh Kumar Koroth

888

Anil Kumar Nair Rajagopalan K. Muraleedharn Nair Satheesan Pillai T. Shaju N. Nair Gireesh Kumar Nair

Jayarajan P.

QI AIMo 03

-0



I
(EE=

President Speaks )

Dear friends,

While we are in the threshold of our platinum jubilee, a hurricane glance through our past is
pertinent. Right from the formation, Keraleeya Samajam has been marching towards success
covering many milestones. We should salute our forefathers who have sown the seeds and nursed it
to be a great organisation as of today. We should also remember with gratitude various stalwarts
who have groomed and moulded this great organisation. We should also be thankful to the teachers
and aluminis of our educational institutions, the trade mark of our organisation, who have brought
name and fame to our Samajam.

We have achieved lot. This is because of the Vision and Mission of the dedicated people who
have governed the organisation from time to time.

We have lot more to achieve. There is no room for lethargy. We have to further cement our unity
and work for the progress of our Samajam. I conclude with the famous quote

"Miles to go before I sleep, and miles to go before I sleep."

Radhakrishnan Nair
President

Chairman Speaks )
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INTERVIEW )

A unique Gurudakshina by an

Editor incharge

ex-student, Shri Virendra Mhaiskar

" We asked for a flower, and got a whole
garden!", this is how Dr. Jayashree Menon
described the generosity and the social
commitment of Virendra D Mhaiskar, on the
eve of inauguration of a new seven-storeyed
building of Model School in Dombivli East.

Born in Dombivli and educated in Model
English School, Dr.Jayashree Menon,a Ph.D
holder, now works as a Lecturer in Maharashtra
College, Mumbai Central. A multi-faceted and
versatile personality, Jayashree Menon hails
from Thrissur and is actively involved, like her

parents, in the activities of Keraleeya
Samajam, Dombivli. The Model English
School managed by Keraleeya Samajam is one
of the top schools in the district and can rightly
boast of nourishing many a talent like Jayashree
Menon and Virendra Mhaiskar.

The newly built 7-storeyed building at
Pandurangwadi in Dombivli East, is, in fact,
Virendra Mhaiskar's 'Gurudakshina' to his Alma
Mater. The old school building where he had
studied was demolished and in its place a brand
new high-school building with all modern
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facilities, costing Rs 27 crore, was built and
entrusted to the Keraleeya Samajam by Shri
Mhaiskar.

In 2015, the then Chairman of Keraleeya
Samajam approached a few ex students
including Dr.Jayashree with an idea and
mission to rise funds for refurbishing the old
building. Dr. Jayashree suggested the name of
her classmate, Shri. Virendra Mbhaiskar,
Chairman and MD of IRB Infrastructure

Excerpts from the interview

Sir, you joined MES in STD 4th. Was it
your demand or a decision taken by your
parents? What prompted this decision?

I think it's destiny that decides. My mother
was not happy with the school I was going and
she learnt that MES was the best option even in
those days and then my dad got it touch with the
school management to get the admission for me
in MES In fact, they changed my school mid
term and I joined MES from second term of 4th
standard.

When I joined I attended the school premise
that worked out of Baji Prabhu chowk and then
from 5th standard shifted to the Pandurang wadi
school premise

Any notable memories of your school life?
Do share some nostalgic moments of your
school days.

I was a shy person then and usually a mid
path follower, but the school certainly brought
out the best in me and surely made me a
confident person to face the outside world by
the time I completed my std 10th I can still
remember the strict discipline that the school
persuaded. While many children did not like it,
the discipline was deeply ingrained into our
DNA and has certainly helped in the long term
tackling the rigours of daily life.

Until standard 8th I used to take shared
rickshaw to school.I still remember paying 50

=

paise one way then and the rickshaw guy used to
put at least 8-10 of us in one rickshaw and drive
us to school.The part i enjoyed most was when [
got my own bicycle in the last two years of
school when I used to take it to school all the
way from our house in Dombivli West. Those
were the best years to my mind where we friends
rode the cycle together back and forth to the
school.

Are you still in touch with your school
mates? It is said that friendship made in
school life lasts lifelong. How true is it in your
case?

It's very correct ! It does last lifelong.I am
certainly in touch with many of my friends who
are now spread across the globe and have done
well for themselves. Some are engineers, some
are doctors, some are lawyers or chartered
accountants and all doing great in their own
fields.

I keep meeting them to the best of my
abilities.

As a child, what were your aspirations?
Can you tell us about the driving force for
taking up this career and a brief description
about your journey to success?

Thanks to my mother, I read a lot of history
and that somehow imbibed in me the quality to
lead from the front.

I had a clear aspiration that I would want to
setup my own business.

In a nutshell, the journey has been from “ 0 “
to “75,000 “ crores asset base in 25 years!

34
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Dr. Jayashree Menon

Dr. Jayashree Menon was born and brought
up in Dombivli.

Studied in Model English school. Passed out
in 1987 . Further, did her B. Sc., M. Sc, B. Ed and
Ph. D from University of Mumbai.

Dr. Jayashree was good in academics
throughout her student career and has been a
recipient of several scholarships till her Ph.D
degree. She was a second rank holder in both
B.Sc. and M. Sc. in her subject Zoology in
University of Mumbai .

Being a multi talented student, good in dance,
drawing, literature and sports, she was popular in
school. Her friendly approach and helping nature
made her favourite among students and teachers.

She was recipient of CCRT (an undertaking
of NCERT, New Delhi ) scholarship for
Bharatanatyam for 7 years. She was awarded
with Rashtrapati puraskar, the highest merit for
Scouts and Guides too.

She was one of the choreographers and
coordinators of the Mahakaikottikali event
organised by Mumbai Pooram Foundation in
2012 which found its place in the Guiness book
ofrecords for the largest number of participants.

Dr Jayashree has 18 research papers to her
credit.She has also written 4 books for primary
children because she believes values has to be
inculcated right from early childhood.

She is also the coordinator and advisor of her
35 year old family run Institute, Jai nursery &
junior KG classes.

Even after passing out, she continued to
keeping contacts with her teachers and
classmates and had taken initiative to organise
reunions of classmates regularly. Her
involvement with Keraleeya Samajam is right
from her birth as she recalls.

Both her parents were actively involved in

KSD activities.Her father Late P. Sudhakaran
served Samajam in various capacities: as
Committee member for several years, then as
Vice President, President and Vice Chairman.He
is known for his sincerity and dedication to the
work allotted to him .Mother Late Hymavathi
Sudhakaran still rules the hearts of many in
Dombivli for her selfless love showered to the
people around her.

Inheriting these qualities, Dr. Jayashree
Menon also had been involved in Samajam
activities mainly in the Arts and Cultural section
in the beginning. Participating in cultural
programmes, choreographing and performing
dance, anchoring events, organising various
programmes is what she enjoyed. She was a
member of the Arts and Cultural committee in
2000 and education sub committee from 2015 to
2022.She was appointed as a member of the
'Academic Council of Model College', Dombivli
in 2020 and still continues to be in the
council.She is also the member of 'College
Development Committee' of Model College
since 2022.

She was an active member of KSD women's
wing since 2016 and has served as a Coordinator
of Pandurangwadi 1 area and as Secretary of
KSWW for 4 years. Along with her team, she
could start various programmes for the
empowerment of women.

Apart from Keraleeya Samajam, she is also
associated with a few other social organisations
through which she continues serving the needy in
whichever way she can.

Professionally, she is working as a Biology
Lecturer at Maharashtra College of Arts, Science
and Commerce, Mumbai Central for the last 25
years.

Alourney to success ! It can be attributed
largely to taking up the* road less travelled . It
did have its own set of problems but financial
discipline and focus on execution helped us
through.

Keraleeya Samajam approached you for
a contribution for the redevelopment of the
old school. You offered them to build the
entire building. What made you take up such
amega project? What was your motivation?

In fact it was my class mate Jayashree menon
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who got in touch with me. She had been
working closely with the school management
on this idea. She broached up the subject with
me and wanted me to see the project. When the
school management came along with her to our
office and presented the project, I realized that
such massive project with token contribution
collection may take years to complete and
considering cost escalations can land into tricky
situations.

I also looked upon it as a great opportunity to
give back to the institution that moulded my
early life. God has been kind and we had the
wherewithal to support such project

Hence I offered them to take up the entire
project funding. This proved very useful,
particularly during the Covid pandemic as we
ensured funding support all through and the
project progressed relentlessly. The final cost
did undergo escalation but we decided to stay on
course and funded that as well.

After this first meeting with management
of MES in September 2015, you were able to
reconnect with your Alma mater and
classmates... is it true?

Yes. After conversing with Jayashree, I
could connect with many schoolmates and learn
about their whereabouts. I even attended the
Alumni get-together organized as a part of the
Golden Jubilee celebrations of MES in
December 2015. During this event, I had the
chance to visit my school after almost 28 years.
It was indeed an overwhelming experience to sit

on the benches with our classmates in our old
classrooms and revive old memories.

Your brainchild, IRB Infrastructure
Developers Ltd. has emerged as India's
pioneering and largest infrastructure
company in the highway sector. How did you
achieve this?

The credit of this goes to team IRB. Our
integrated approach of developing knowhow
and expertise across the value chain very much
helped us. In infrastructure projects, controlling
cost overruns and timely completion are key to
success and we very much stuck to those
principles. Also adopting newer financing
methods like introducing infrastructure
Investment trusts and collaboration with right
partners also helped a lot. Government of
Singapore's sovereign wealth fund GIC and US
headquartered Ferrovial group are two large
investors in IRB today and also on board of the
company / trust

What are the major projects taken up by
IRB ? Please tell us about your ongoing
projects also.

Today IRB portfolio spans across 12 States
and covers a length of almost 18500 lane kms .

We cater to more than 1.15 million vehicles a
day across our toll booths.

The portfolio comprises of 25 projects. Few
of the large ones include the Mumbai Pune
Expressway, Hyderabad Outer Ring Road.

We are also building a part of the Ganga
expressway and Delhi Mumbai Expressway.

Your brainchild, IRB Infrastructure
Developers Ltd. has emerged as India's
pioneering and largest infrastructure
company in the highway sector. How did you
achieve this?

The credit of this goes to team IRB. Our
integrated approach of developing knowhow
and expertise across the value chain very much
helped us. In infrastructure projects, controlling

36

QUROMRIMo - HaN(6NNAIG] 2024

O

M

-
I



I
(.

cost overruns and timely completion are key to
success and we very much stuck to those
principles. Also adopting newer financing
methods like introducing infrastructure
Investment trusts and collaboration with right
partners also helped a lot. Government of
Singapore's sovereign wealth fund GIC and US
headquartered Ferrovial group are two large
investors in IRB today and also on board of the
company / trust

What are the major projects taken up by
IRB ? Please tell us about your ongoing
projects also.

Today IRB portfolio spans across 12 States

=T I
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Virendra Mhaiskar and Dr. Jayashree Menon

and covers a length of almost 18500 lane kms .

We cater to more than 1.15 million vehicles a
day across our toll booths.

The portfolio comprises of 25 projects. Few
of the large ones include the Mumbai Pune
Expressway, Hyderabad Outer Ring Road.

We are also building a part of the Ganga
expressway and Delhi Mumbai Expressway.

Education and health are two sectors
where IRB has been focusing and has made
significant contributions to the society in

both.Other than Model English School,
which are your other CSR projects:
completed and ongoing ?

In health care, the project closest to us is our
collaboration with our MES ex student and
renowned Oncologist Dr Anil Heroor to whom
we have provided fully equipped
mammography vans for early diagnosis of
cancer in tribal people in remote areas.

In education field IRB owns and operates
two schools in remote part of Rajasthan and
Punjab imparting free eduction to more then 800
students.

Any piece of advice to the new
generation? Students, in
particular, would like to hear
from you.

I feel the present school
going generation is very smart
and in tune with the current
environment.

The only thing they need to
sharpen is discipline and focus.
This will certainly help them in
long run. Also, they should
persue whichever field they
choose, with full passion.

What aspects should
school management focus
upon? Comment on the
present system of education
in India. As a successful
businessman, what kind of changes would
you like in the education system?

The education system in India has certainly
progressed a lot. However if it can be made
more focused on developing skills, it will help
the students more.The education they get should
be more usable in daily walks of life. It should
be more practical oriented. The interactive
digital experience that we have brought in to the
new school building will certainly help the
students in this regards.
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Inaugural ceremony of newly build Mondel Engllsh School, Pandurangwadl
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